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18th December2020 

School finishes  

at 2:00 pm 

 

4th January,2021 

Staff Inset- 

school closed to pupils 

 

5th January 2021 

School reopens first day 

of half term  

 

Weeks Beginning  

11th &18th January 2021 

Citizenship Fortnight 

 

Week Beginning  

8th February 2021 

Internet Safety Week 

 

9th February 

Safer Internet Day 

 
 

 

Celebrating Christmas 2020 
This Christmas, the  most wonderful time of the year, has been celebrated here at 

St Francis’ in a different way. Our usual Carol Concerts; Nativity plays and trips to 

see the Pantomime have not been possible. We however have had a celebration which 

staff and students will remember for a long time. 

Phase Bubble Mass 

The children celebrated Christmas Masses in  phase bubbles 

and Fr. Michael came to celebrate the service with the  

children. The theme was around patience, as we wait in joyful 

hope for the coming of Jesus at Christmas. 

 

                  The Christmas Grotto 

Our Christmas Grotto, which features all the traditions of Christmas and most  

importantly, the Holy Family, was the result of the hard work of both staff and  

children.   Visits to the Grotto were organised so that each class had the  

opportunity to reflect on the true meaning of Christmas and enjoy the setting. 

Christmas Lunch 

The children had their Christmas Lunch on Tuesday 15th December. This  

festive  event with delicious food ,Christmas crackers and beautiful music was  

enjoyed with staff and children eating together in their bubbles.  
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Important Dates 

The theme for Anti-Bullying Week 2020 was United Against Bullying.  

During Anti-Bullying week, we explored how bullying has a long lasting effect on those who  

experience and witness it and how we all have a part to play in coming together to make a  

difference.   

Throughout the week, we explored ways in which we can stand united against bullying within our 

school; looked at the collective responsibility to unite against/ tackle bullying; celebrated our 

differences and developed a deeper understanding of the different roles involved in bullying.   

 

The children in Year s 3– 6 also had lessons about the Black Lives Matter protests that took place earlier this year 

and how we 

can be  

united 

against  

racism.  



The Junior Leadership Team 
 

This is the Junior Leadership team for this  

academic year. The team comprises of 7 

 members from the year 6 classes. There is a 

Head boy; a Head girl; 2 Deputy Head boys ;2 

Deputy Head girls and a secretary. 

 

This year, the presentation from the children 

in their application for the post was of high 

standard and it was very impressive to note 

that, with the exception of two children,  

every child in the year group had submitted an  

application. 

Bikeability 
Bikeability is the nationally 

recognised cycle training  

programme. It’s about acquiring 

the practical skills to cycle safely 

and with confidence on today’s 

roads. 

This year, a group of year 5 and year 6 children had the 

opportunity to have cycle training. This consisted of a ses-

sion in school and then they went out on the quiet streets 

around school to learn how to cycle safely in traffic. This 

was very successful and a very  

important skill for our children to develop. 

Reading  
 

DEAR– Drop Everything And Read 

 

  During the autumn term, all KS2 classes have taken the DEAR initiative 

where they  'Drop Everything and Read'  at the end of each day at  

3:00 pm. The aim is that all pupils in KS2 will be reading for pleasure at 

this time with a book they have chosen for 15 minutes. 

The children have also been writing book reviews each time they complete a 

book.  For every book review they receive a stamp on their reading record. 

Once they have completed five book reviews they will receive a prize at  

assembly.  3A have completed the most book reviews so far - well done 3A!  

 

Read With Me Venture 

Research has shown that the more adults read to children, the better the 

child can read themselves.  

Following this idea, KS1 children and their families  have been participating in the Read 

With Me Venture.  

There are 5 levels: Copper, Bronze, Silver, Gold and Platinum. On completion of each level 

the child and the adult are awarded a certificate in celebration of their achievement. 
 

 

 Going for Gold 

To all pupils who have been on Gold since 2nd 

November 2020  

 Well done 

Attendance for the this half term: 
         Gold:   3L & 6R 97.8% 

Silver:   4K 97.3% 

   Bronze:  3A 97.1% 

Attendance must be 100% because any absence  

affects children's learning and the more they miss the harder 

it will be for them to catch up. 


